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ever, realized that the French would not come as unselfish liber-
ators but mainly for reconquering the Rhineland.

The German Revolution of 1848 was an attempt to achieve
national unity, liberty and power by peaceful means and in a
fraternal spirit towards other nations.1 Among its leaders were
a large number of great historians, eminent lawyers, adminis-
trators, and other distinguished men. Nevertheless, the Revol-
ution failed, for various reasons. In spite of the serious wish for
good international relations and a reign of justice it everywhere
immediately aroused the passions of nationalism. The experi-
ence of the French Revolution, which had also started with the
promise of fraternity between all nations, repeated itself. The
irrational and uncontrollable forces of nationalism arose not only
among the Germans but also in the national minorities of Ger-
many and in the neighbouring States, and led to serious frictions
which threatened to involve Europe in war.2 The Revolution,
furthermore, awakened forces of political and social radicalism
which split the ranks of the friends of liberty. It was finally put
down by the armed forces of reaction, especially by the Prussian
Army.

The consequences of this catastrophe were almost as fatal as the
ruin of the aspirations of the French Revolution through anarchy,
aggressiveness and military despotism. In the ten years after the
German Revolution more than a million Germans emigrated to
America. Many of the best Democrats and Liberals left Ger-
many in despair, and later played a prominent part in the life
of the United States.3 Many others withdrew from politics
altogether, while still others began to turn to the right and to
set their hope for national unification on the victorious power
of Prussian militarism. Bismarck became the heir of this
Revolution, as Napoleon had been the heir of the French
Revolution.

The hope to achieve national unity by peaceful and humane
means had broken down, and the only road now seemed to be
war. The idea that Germany could not be unified without resort

1 Cf. the master-work by Vcit Valentin, GescMchte der detttsckm Rtwki&m
* Tliese conflicts mainly arose through the transformation of the old dynastic States
into national States. Typical for many frictions was the German-Danish cpafnct.
Under the old regime the duchies Schleswig-Holstean which were predominantly
German in language but possessed a considerable Danish minority were under the
King of Denmarkj.who as their Duke was a member of the German Ctonfederaiian-
The rising nationalism in Denmark and Germany, however, wanted to jomtfcem
firmly with one State only, and this, led to two wars whichf almost resulted rn_a
European conflagration.
3 Cf. Valentin, vol. ii, p. 552.